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Lake Burley Griffin: 
What is its role?

• Aesthetics

• Managing urban runoff

• Recreation

• All of the above



Recreational role from 1915 

• “This recreational function of the 
Commonwealth Capital will apertain to the 
people directly….The Circular Pools and 
connecting Basin are adapted  for water 
sports, pageants and bathing, the Central 
Basin incidentally forming a rowing course of 1 
mile between the bridges”

Federal Capital Parliamentary Paper 153, 1915. pp 111-2



• Griffin’s plan (1913)

This is  Griffin’s final plan for Canberra.

A year later Federal parliament 
indicted that the lake was adapted for 
water sports

They specifically mention the One Mile 
Rowing course in what is now Central 
basin between the proposed bridges



One of the World’s Best Rowing 
training venues

Scott Brennan and David Crawshay: Olympic Gold medalists



And also a diverse local community 
activity



Rowing was the first sporting event on 
LBG

• National Rowing Championships 1964, NCDC used 
gelignite to deepen the lake, because it was too 
shallow for racing.



Menzies Opens Lake in 1964
Regatta Point

“and from now on, here it is a centre of recreation”
“… a lake that will complete the amenities of life  even for the academic staffs 
of the university who will be able to go out on the lake in future”
R.G. Menzies speech at Lake Opening



The Boat House Restaurant was 
Canberra’s first Rowing Boathouse



Why Another Boathouse on LBG?

• Rowing boats are up to 20m long, fragile and 
expensive. They are awkward to handle and only 
transported on trailers.

• The 10 LBG rowing boathouses are filled to 
capacity, and some clubs need to expand.

• The Association needs to house its Umpire Safety 
launches close to the lake. They are currently 
stored in front yards of volunteers, but this not 
sustainable.



One of our umpire boats acting as a 
safety boat for an ANU quad in choppy 

water in the HoM, 2014.



So where should any new 
boathouses be located?

Have the planners got any 
suggestions?



The area for boat storage on 
Black Mountain (Peninsula) has 
been provided with water and 
sewerage services. As well a 
standard boat storage shed has 
been designed by the 
Commission to enable clubs to 
build to an overall design similar 
to Yarralumla Bay boathouses.

NCDC 21 October 1969



NCDC set aside 
these sites on Black 
Mountain Peninsula 
for Rowing 
Boathouse in 1969.

These sites are on a 
former landfill site 
from 1954-5

The tip was covered 
over with a metre of 
clean soil, but it 
provides  challenges 
for construction



Radford Boathouse



National Capital Plan identifies Black Mountain 
Peninsula as Open Space including Boathouse 

sites

• There are 3 vacant sites north of Radford shed

• Regarding the National Capital Plan: “The policy context 
facilitates the use of Black Mountain Peninsula and 
specifically envisages club houses in this location” CBRE 2010 

Strategic Review of Recreational Facilities around Lake Burley Griffin

• “There is no significant policy issues hindering the 
release of these sites, although design considerations 

will be a key issue to be addressed” CBRE 2010 Strategic Review of 

Recreational Facilities around Lake Burley Griffin



The NCA have built a rower friendly edge 
for these 4 BMP sites



These three sites have been reserved 
for rowing since 1969 



“The nature of the surface rubbish would pose an aesthetic 
issue as opposed to a human health or environmental risk” 

Robson 2014



Lakeside Economic Contribution

• “Investigation into the state of the water 
courses and catchments for Lake Burley 
Griffin.” The ACT Commissioner for Sustainability and 
the Environment’s final report on the Investigation into 
the state of watercourses and catchments for Lake Burley 
Griffin was tabled in the ACT Legislative Assembly on 
Thursday 10 May 2012.

• Appendix B: Economic impact of water quality issues 
Report
Ian Lawrence 4th December 2011 Table 1 on P9.




